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The Current Status of Perinatal Care in Ishikawa Prefecture: as Viewed by
Employed Midwives

Emiko KINEFUCHI, Masayo YONEDA, Saori SOYAMA, Eiko YAMAGISHI

Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the current status of perinatal care at gyneco-obstetric facilities of
Ishikawa Prefecture by means of a survey of midwives employed there, their practice, and their
hiring situations. Findings of the study are expected to help evaluate the effectiveness of midwife
utilization. Survey forms were mailed to medical facilities that claimed to provide gyneco-obstetric
services in Ishikawa Prefecture. For comparative analysis, 20 responding facilities were divided
into two groups, clinics and hospitals. The number of midwives at clinics were fewer than those at
hospitals. Approximately 20% of the midwives at hospitals were assigned to departments other
than gyneco-obstetrics. Thus it was suspected that women who gave birth either at hospitals or
clinics may have had limited opportunities to receive sufficient perinatal care from midwives.
While managers at these facilities were engaged in recruiting activities to hire more midwives, the
rate of filling positions available was low. Measures to correct the skewed distribution of midwives
at clinics and hospitals so as to offer safe and comfortable perinatal midwife care to expectant
mothers include: Training a larger number of students of midwifery; promotion of inventive and
improved clinical practice and institution of an employment system that will enable midwives

practice their professional skills at their place of work.
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