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Abstract

Between March 2004 and March 2012, a questionnaire was distributed to 729 graduates of
Ishikawa Prefectural Nursing University Faculty of Nursing. The questionnaire was designed
to elucidate the career progress of graduates, thereby obtaining insights related to future basic
nursing education and support for graduates. A total of 326 responses were received (effective
responses,263 effective response rate, 80.7%). Among these respondents,95.1% were employed, with
73.0% working as nurses, 14.8% working as public health nurses, and 2.7% working as midwives.
Most worked in hospitals or health centers.

After graduation, 51.6% of the respondents from the 1* to 3™ graduating classes had changed
their place of work, whereas only 6.6% of the respondents from 7" to 9" graduating classes did
the same. Based on these results, it seems reasonable to assume that some type of change in
professional orientation occurs as the nurses gain experience.

Positive aspects of the education received at university included “being able to meet friends who
could be trusted” and “knowledge and skills that form the basis of nursing practice”, whereas the
educational content that the respondents were satisfied with included “graduation seminar” and
“opportunities to talk with lecturers”.

In contrast, educational content that the respondents wanted to receive in greater depth or detail
included “skills education on injections etc.” and “knowledge about medicines”. This content would

be necessary to successfully the accomplish work in the nursing profession.

Keywords graduate, nursing profession, resignation factors, work continuation factors
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