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Problems Observed in Nursing Activities and Outstanding Legal Cases Concerning
Malpractice and Future Direction in Nursing Practice

Yoko SAKUMIYA

Abstract

Medicine and public health activities are deeply concerned with human lives and the promotion of
health. These actions are devoted to human life activities and the pursuit of happiness.

When a situation develops in which these activities fail to contribute to the recovery of one’s
mental and physical health or reach the level that the patient desires, the responsibility of a nurse
engaged in specific nursing actions is questioned, generating a legal problem and often leading to a
lawsuit. Nursing activities are directed toward improving medical care and public health: it is a
professional practice for contributing to the happiness of mankind. Thus achievement in the pursuit
of such activities is very important. To accomplish this, nursing errors and an obligation to exercise
caution were analyzed in important court cases related to nursing. An attempt was made to obtain
directionality in the current practice of nursing activities and nursing education to prevent errors in

future.

Key words Public Health Nurse, Midwife and Nurse Act, nursing care activity, accidents in medical

practice, obligation to exercise caution, errors in nursing actions
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