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Significance Perceived by Family Members and Care Staff in Group Reminiscence
Applied to Demented Elderly

—Through Images Captured During Reminiscence —

Hiromi SATO, Junko HOSOKAWA, Etsuko TADAKA, Tkuko SAKAI, Kaori TAKAMICHI,
Eiko AMATSU, Katsuko KANAGAWA

Abstract

Three families and 11 care staff were interviewed in an attempt to extract the significance
perceived from imaging of reminiscence scenes involving the demented elderly for whom a group
reminiscence method was applied. The significant findings were: @O the expression of rich emotions
and the psychological stability hidden within the mind of the demented elderly; @ the passion with
which the demented elderly talked about their memories that poured out when simulating material
was used for the reminiscence; @ family members looking back on the days when they lived with
the elderly; @ reflection by family members on their relationship with the elderly and
rediscovering their ties with each other; and ® rediscovery by the care staff of the recall capacity of

the demented elderly.

Key words demented elderly, group reminiscence method, family, care staff, imaging of the

reminiscence scene
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