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Study on Disaster Preparedness at Medical Facilities and Nurse Administrator’s
Awareness of Disaster Nursing in Ishikawa Prefecture

Kazumi HAYASHI, Yukari MIZUSHIMA, Yukiko KINOSHITA, Yuko FURUKI

Abstract

The objective of this study was to clarify disaster preparedness at medical facilities and discover

the extent of awareness of local nursing nurse administrators concerning disaster nursing. A mail
survey was conducted by sending questionnaires to 111 nursing administrators in Ishikawa
Prefecture, 85 of whom responded. The survey revealed the following: only a few facilities had
actual experience in responding to a disaster; most have conducted disaster-prevention drills
(mainly fire drills); very few had implemented an educational program for disaster nursing; disaster
policies had been formulated under the supposition that the facility itself will be exposed to a
disaster and manuals had been prepared for these circumstances; more administrators did not
believe or were uncertain (than those who were convinced) of the usefulness of such manuals at the
time of a disaster. Most were aware of the need for post-graduate training in disaster nursing.
Based on these findings, it is imperative that nursing administrators re-examine the current
disaster plans and motivate nurses to recognize the importance of disaster nursing. Furthermore, it
is important to provide an opportunity for nurses in the area to exchange knowledge and techniques

regarding disaster nursing to improve the quality of nursing when facing such events.

Key words disaster nursing, disaster prevention drill, disaster policies, disaster manual, disaster

nursing education



