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A Survey on Awareness of Palliative Care and Home Care among
Residents of Ishikawa Prefecture: A Comparison with the 2010
Survey

Riho TAKIZAWA, Tomoe MAKINO

Abstract

This study was a re-survey with additional items added to the previous survey on the awareness
of home-based palliative care among Ishikawa residents conducted in 2010. The results based on
the responses from 154 residents showed that 7.8% did not know at all about palliative care and
74.0% did not know at all about the cancer control promotion plan of Ishikawa prefecture.
Compared with the previous survey, the awareness of palliative care increased, but the awareness
of the cancer care system of the prefecture remained low. As for the preferred place of medical
treatment, 17.5% chose "home until the end of life," and as in the previous survey, not many
respondents preferred home over the hospital. As for the required conditions for home palliative
care, "preference of the family,' "development of the financial support system" and "development of
temporary admission facilities" were frequently endorsed. A total of 74.7% of the respondents
answered that they had "never heard of' Advanced Care Planning (ACP) but 41.5% of the
respondents had opportunities to discuss it with their family members about what to do during a
medical crisis. The results suggest the need to raise the awareness of ACP because discussing how
one would like to live one’s life on a regular basis will lead to meaningful decision-making regarding

one’s life after a cancer experience.

Keywords home palliative care, palliative care, questionnaire survey
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