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The Current Situation and Challenges of Short-term Study Overseas
Training Programs at Faculties of Nursing

Yutaka KATO

Abstract

Today, many universities implement programs that allow students to study abroad for a short

term. This study reviewed literature on short-term overseas training programs at nursing faculties

to grasp the current situation and the challenges of these programs. The CiNii database provided

by the National Institute of Informatics was used and the literature search was conducted using

two sets of search words. The results were tailored according to predetermined criteria. In total 63

articles were analyzed. Simultaneously, official websites of nursing faculties across the country were

searched for information on short-term programs for purposes of comparison. The majority of the

search results assessed the effects of programs using subjective measures such as self-administered

questionnaires. Assessments of language proficiency improvements were also subjective with only

one exception. The searches revealed that reports on short-term overseas training programs

primarily intended for nursing students are lacking and that the effectiveness of programs have

been repeatedly demonstrated but mostly based on subjective assessment measures.

Keywords overseas training program, short-term program, international nursing, foreign language
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