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Characteristics of Public Health Nurse’s Activity in the Peninsula
Area in Japan

Kazuko ISHIGAKI, Noriko KANEKO, Akemi OWAN, Shiho SONE,
Hisae TSUKADA, Misako MIYAZAKI, Harue YAMAMOTO, Hatsue ODA,
Chieko ABE, Kazuyo KAWASHIMA, Hiroshi ASAMI, Takahiro KAKUCHI

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the characteristics of public health nurse’s activity in the peninsula
area in Japan. Anonymous questionnaire using double postcard was sent to municipal office in the
peninsula area and was asked to be completed by a public health nurse having over 5 years of
experience. Recovery rate was 58.3%. The characteristics were actively interacting with the
community people and visiting their homes, tapping the key person in the community, learning
from the community residents about the history, custom, existence of life, and observance of the
local community. The activity style such as adhering strictly to the life of the community people is
said to be difficult to follow for public health nurses at present time; however, it was revealed that
this style was followed in the peninsula area. This activity was suggested to be similar to that of
the island area. For assessing the state of health needs of the community, and hoping to act in way

that will meet these needs is considered to lead this style of activity.

Keywords public health nurse’s activity, peninsula area, nursing in the island area, the style of

public health nurse’s activity, key person
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