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The State of Intraoperative Visits and Nursing Support for Families
Waiting During Operations

Megumi YONEWAKI, Rieko TERAI, Yukie KITAYAMA

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the state of nursing support for families waiting during
patients’ operation. The subjects were operating room nurses and their head nurse at 47 hospitals
in Ishikawa Prefecture, where the questionnaires were posted. Results indicated that at the 24
hospitals from which answers were received, despite at least 60% of nurses knowing about
intraoperative visits, such visits had only been introduced at two (18.2%) hospitals (300 beds or
more). At both of these hospitals, the operating room head nurse had brought about the
implementation of these visits due to seeing the anxiety experienced by waiting families. The most
common issue faced in the introduction of intraoperative visits was staff shortage. Even at hospitals
where intraoperative visits were not being conducted, efforts—that did not necessarily conform to
the term “intraoperative visiting” or its usual format—were made to offer nursing support to
waiting families. The results of this study indicated that nursing support needs to be provided in

accordance with the needs of families waiting during operations.

Keywords Operating room nurse, waiting family, intraoperative visit, issues, prolonged operative

duration
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