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Ties to Local Community Felt by Mothers Comparing Present and
Former Times in an Agricultural District: Investigation of Social
Capital

Noriko KANEKO, Kazuko ISHIGAKI, Keiko AGAWA

Abstract

The purpose of our study was to clarify mothers’ feelings regarding the child-rearing
environment in a rural region, comparing the environment when the mother was a child with the
present-time environment. Group interviews were conducted with 8 infant-rearing mothers living in
an agricultural district, and the results were qualitatively analyzed. In mothers’ childhood, they felt
ties to the local community due to experiences including “being involved with local adults when
accompanying their mothers or grandmothers”, “children were able to sometimes play freely by
themselves without adults”, “local adults kindly watched over children”, and “had the sense of
security as most local people were acquainted with each other”. In contrast, the present-day
situation in local communities included “a great variation in the relationship with neighbors

”
’

(including some superficial and some close relation compared with the former time)”, “no close

communication within a shared school district”, “close relationships are more likely outside a

”
’

neighborhood (within other groups such as sports clubs)’, “be a local community member in

principle (occasionally joining regional events or festivals)’, and “the need to protect children from
suspicious individuals”. Generally, mothers’ childhood memories were positive, but feelings for those
of the present-day range from positive to negative in terms of social capital; namely, mothers have
a warm relationship with specific individuals while having only superficial connection to the local

community as a whole.

Keywords child-rearing, agricultural district, childhood of mothers, relationships in the community,

social capital
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