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School Nurses’ Awareness and Experience in the field Child Abuse:
How Can We Find the Signs and Save the Children?

Michiko OTO, Chie TANIMOTO

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to investigate the actual condition of school nurses’ awareness and
experience in the field of child abuse and to discuss the prevention and intervention of child abuse.
An anonymous questionnaire survey was administered to 237 elementary school nurses from
August until September 2007, and a valid response was obtained from 172 responders. Fifty percent
of school nurses had some experience in the field of child abuse and seventy percent of the subjects
suspected cases of child abuse, because of physical damage to children, or their expression and
behavior. Most school nurses were interested in the prevention of child abuse, and thought they had
a role in discovering it in its early stage. They considered the collaboration with other school staff
and with professionals and agencies were important in the intervention of child abuse. They
described the difficulties they had experienced in intervening with parents, detecting child abuse,
and cooperating with professionals and agencies. It is suggested that more educational support and
awareness for school nurses to be educated about child abuse and the promotion of a support

network are needed.

Keywords Child abuse, school nurse, prevention, intervention
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