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Educational Support Needed by Nurses Engaged in Home Palliative
Care of Cancer Patients in Ishikawa Prefecture
- Analysis of the Current Nursing Care Situation with regard to
Difficulties Encountered in Providing the Required Service and
Further Educational Needs -

Naoko IWAKI', Tomoe MAKINO', Akiko KATO', Hisae KIMURA',
Michie ASAMT?>, Miyo KIMURA?

Abstract

We conducted a questionnaire survey targeting home-visit nurses in Ishikawa Prefecture for the
purpose of clarifying the educational support needed by nurses engaged in home palliative care for
cancer patients. We received 57 valid responses regarding the subjective sense of difficulty for 37
items related to the content of care, and on the level of inadequacy and the intention to participate
in further education in eight areas of knowledge and skills required for the provision of home
palliative care.

The rate of engagement tends to be high and the subjective sense of difficulty in providing care
tends to arise occasionally or more frequently. A sense of inadequate knowledge about “cutting-
edge cancer therapy,” “narcotic use,” “CVC ports,” “disease,” “symptom control,” “complementary
and alternative medicine,” “lymphatic drainage,” and “communication skills” was revealed, and the
intention to participate in further education and acquisition of such knowledge and skills was high.
This study suggests the need to evaluate seminar content for the purpose of including material

designed to decrease nurses’ sense of difficulty and to advance nursing knowledge and skills.

Keywords : home-based palliative care, cancer patients, home-visit nurses, educational support

_80_



