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Current Trends and Issues in Terminal Care
at Public Aid-Covered Designated Facilities
and Provision of Long-Term Care to the Elderly
in Ishikawa Prefecture

Hisae TSUKADA', Hiroshi ASAMI!

Abstract

Questionnaires were administered to all 64 nursing homes for the elderly in Ishikawa Prefecture
to generate source material for developing a training program to improve medical cooperation
and staff skills by clarifying current trends in terminal care at these nursing homes. The results
were as follows: (1) end-of-life care was being administered at approximately 90% of the facilities;
(2) approximately 40% of cases of death occurred during the daytime shift; (3) the terminal care
system ensuring constant contact between doctors and nurses was important, and most medical
treatments involved “IV drip infusion, " “phlegm suction, ” or “oxygen therapy;” (4) approximately
10% of facilities had a night shift system involving nurses, and approximately 80% of facilities used
an on-call system; and (5) care workers expressed concern about the lack of nighttime staff and the
emergency response available. The results indicated the importance of (a) specifically considering
a system in these facilities to cooperatively administer end-of-life care by doctors, nurses, and
care workers, including assessments of changes in patient condition, emergency response, and

response to patient death and (b) continuous staff training.

Keywords Public aid-covered designated facilities providing long-term care to the elderly,

terminal care, end-of-life care, medical cooperation, training
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