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The Role of Health Science in Nursing Education in a Master’s Degree-Granting
Program in a Nursing University
— the Interface between Epidemiology and Nursing Science —

Syuichi OOKI

Abstract

The two major events that brought lasting changes in health care and the health sciences are
rapid diffusion of evidence-based medicine (EBM) / clinical epidemiology and the concept for
practical use of the Human Genome Project with regard to the subsequent design of personalized
heath care. The outline of these movements and future vision of health science are described and
the possible effects on health science, especially an epidemiological approach to nursing science, are
discussed. The health and nursing sciences share many basic features in that both fields deal with
human health or well-being, although their histories and methodologies are different. Health

science will present many academic perspectives and materials for nursing science.

Keywords nursing science, social epidemiology, policy epidemiology, genome epidemiology,

complex system
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