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The Present Condition and an Overview of the Graduate School of Ishikawa
Prefectural Nursing University

Katsuko KANAGAWA, Hiroshi ASAMI

Abstract

This paper introduces the background leading to the opening of our graduate school, the process
of its development and current status. In addition, our agenda and future prospects are presented.

The master's degree-granting program, established in April 2004, consists of 2 areas and 5
research fields—nursing design, community care, child and family nursing, adult nursing and
geriatric nursing. Courses are also offered in 4 fields—community nursing, pediatric nursing,
oncological nursing and geriatric nursing —that correspond to the educational standards for
Certified Nurse Specialists and recognized by the Japanese Nursing Society.

Due to the changes in regulations concerning the courses leading to a doctoral degree and dated
April 2006, the master’s degree granting program automatically becomes a pre-doctoral course.
Thus further research and enrichment of course contents are required in the master’s degree
programs. There are yet many objectives that require further refinement, e.g., improvements in
the research and educational potentials of the faculty in charge of the students’ research, selecting
unique research subjects and reorganization of the program for Certified Nurse Specialists. In spite
of a number of obstacles to overcome, a bright vista opens in the future for our graduate school if we

make a concerted effort based on the philosophy that was stated at the founding of the school.

Keywords graduate school of nursing, increase in the number of graduate schools, nursing

research, certified nurse specialist, nursing design
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