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Discussion on the function of public health center
and the role of Nurses in Korea and Japan

Hisae TSUKADA, Kazuko ISHIGAKI, Mayuko TUJIMURA
Chikage TUZUKI, Katsuko KANAGAWA

Abstract

We conducted a field study and literature review regarding the function of public health
centers and the role of nursing professionals in the field of public health in Korea. Korean, as
well as Japanese public health development has evolved out of public health centers serving as
core facilities. While Japanese public health centers moved main personal support systems to
municipalities and changed its function to plan, coordinate, train and instruct, Korean public health
centers own medical treatment systems even today and locate branches of public health centers,
and those in the nursing professionals are in charge of primary medical care, such as that of
Community Health Practitioner in fishing and agrarian villages. National health care expenditures
in Korea have rapidly increased due to the aging at a fast pace and the increase of lifestyle diseases.
So, Korea has expanded its public health system by enacting the National Health Promotion Act
and Regional Public Health Act. Additionally, efforts are underway to provide specialized training
for nursing professionals in charge of public health education. Training for Health Education
Specialists of health education started in 2010 and a policy was also announced regarding the
reorganization and strengthening of the function of public health centers through advance notice
of legislation regarding the Regional Public Health Act reform proposal in August of 2012.Korean
public health centers, hereafter, are expected to be reinforced by appended legal functions such as

planning and coordination, information management.

Keywords Korea, Japan, public health center, public health, nursing professionals
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