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Factors Influencing Advanced Cancer Patient and
Their Family Decision-Making about Treatment Place

Keiko SAKAI, Chieko TSUKAHARA, Naoko IWAKI, Tomoe MAKINO

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the factors influencing decision-making by advanced
cancer patients and their families when having to choose a treatment place. Interview with the
patients and families were conducted by the support nurses, and the records of the patients were
qualitatively analyzed.

Results yielded five primary influential factors: consent of discharge subsequent empowerment,
desire to value one’s own life; attitude toward hospitals; attitude toward the utilization of home-care
resources; and anxiety.

Patients, their families, and medical staff initially expressed uncertainties discharge, however, by

continuous consulting amidst, coping with distress, confident decisions were generally reached.

Key words advanced cancer patient, treatment place, decision-making,
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