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Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR):
The Development and Relevance for Social Epidemiology

Syuichi OOKI, Kiyomi HIKO

Abstract

The concept of Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR), one approach to research in

the field of public health was discussed intensively after around the year 2000 with the background

of health disparities and their solution in US. CBPR was emerged in environmental health and

expanding many other field of public health and related field with variety of health problems. On

the other hand, social epidemiology, a branch of epidemiology targeting especially to the multiple

social determinants of health, was emerged and developed nearly the same period. Both domain

developed independently but, share several key concepts, namely, solving health disparities based

on the social determinants using population level approach and ecological model. We studied the

development of CBPR in US using many academic papers and official reports, and considered the

relevance for social epidemiology.

Key words Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR), social epidemiology, ecological

model, social determinants of health, public health
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