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Acceptance of Non-Publicly Funded Human
Papillomavirus Vaccination among Japanese Women:
Directions of Future Measures and Research

Manami MIYATA, Miwa IMAI

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to identify factors related to the acceptance of non-publicly
funded human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination among Japanese women, and to discuss directions
of future measures and research. We searched medical literature databases [Japan Medical
Abstracts Society (JAMAS) and MEDLINE] for original research on HPV vaccination that was
published between January 2006 and June 2013. From among the studies found, only those that
were quantitative in nature (n = 15) were extracted and systematically reviewed. Our results
revealed that the knowledge of HPV, HPV-related conditions, and HPV vaccination greatly varied
among the studies from Japan, as did the acceptance of HPV vaccination. These results suggest
that the promotion of HPV vaccination should focus on gaps in women’s knowledge regarding HPV-
related conditions, the lack of perceived susceptibility to HPV-related conditions, and concerns about
the effectiveness and safety of HPV vaccines. Furthermore, the target of promotional campaigns
should be expanded to include individuals close to the intended female population. Strategies
should also be implemented that reduce copayments for HPV vaccination, clearly describe both
the methods and the locations of vaccinations, improve the physical environment of vaccination
facilities, and utilize various media to inform the public about HPV vaccination. In addition, the
safety of the HPV vaccine should also be ensured, and future research demonstrating a very high
degree of reliability and validity will be necessary.
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